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After the hectic activities of celebrating the43rdAFARaisingDay,we have planned anothermonthfull of festivities. This month we are celebrating DurgaPuja. The 05- day festival celebrates Goddess Durga’svictory over the demonkingMahishasura.
To make this Puja ever memorable, we planneda first ever trip to visit a Sabeki Barir Durga Puja atJonai with the families of Air Veterans. The success ofthis venture will embolden us to undertake many moresuchactivities in future.
WishingHappyDurgaPuja.
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CELEBRATION OF 43rd RAISING DAY OF AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION : 15 SEPTEMBER
n the 43rd Raising Day of

Air Force Association, the AirVeterans of West Bengal Branchmade their presence felt in acolorful celebration at Air ForceCamp Ballygunge with traditionalpompand glory. A large number ofair veterans with family joined theevent. It started with a march bythe veteranswith amilitary band inattendance. It was a treat to theeyes to see the enthusiasm of verysenior citizens marching with capsand authorized Service Medals.

O The March was flagged off by thePresident AFA, WB Branch VeteranGroup Captain KK Kundu andreceived by Veteran AVM SubhshChandraMukherjeeAVSMandMrsSheila Chowdhury, the eldestmember present. It was led by

Veteran Gp Capt Sariful Islam. Theassembled veterans then paidhomage to the martyrs byobserving silence and layingwreaths. The speakers exhorted

the members to keep the motto ofAir Force “Touch The Sky With

Glory” burning in their heart andlead a l i fe of serv ice and

cooperation. The octogenarianmembers were felicitated amidcheers from the members. It wasan occasion of rejuvenating thecamaraderie and bonding whichsustain the soldiers in their hardand dangerous life. There werealso moments of nostalgia asmembers were recounting theirexperiences through war andpeace. The program ended at1130hwithaHigh Tea.

ijaya Sammelani Celebration on
09Nov2023 (Thursday).We, the Air Veterans and families ofWB Branch will be celebrating the BijayaS a m m e l a n i o n 0 9 N o v 2 0 2 3(Thursday)evening 17.30 at Albert Ekka Hallat FortWilliam.

09November23; . 1730hours. Albert EkkaauditoriumFortWilliamCasual @Rs300/- perhead

B

Details as follows:Date. TimeVenueDress.Registration fee

Entry is after registration and collection of refreshmentcoupon. ShriManomay Bhattacharya the famous professionalsinger will give a performance in the evening. Members arerequested to join the cultural extravaganza with relatives andfriends. Please confirmyour attendance by6thNov bypayingthe fee in AFA SBI account and sharing the screen shot to MrChandanGuchhait.
Air ForceAssociationWestBengal Branch.40440288736., SBIN0006905SBI PramatheshBarua SaraniBranch.

SBI BankAccountdetails:Name:AccountNo. : IFSCCode :Branch :

CELEBRATIONOFVIJAYASAMMELANIOFAIRFORCEASSOCIATION :

CHANGEOFPERMANENTADDRESSPOSTRETIREMENT :RETIREDOFFICERS
The provision for change of permanent Home Address (PHA) for retired officers has recently beenintroduced. Theprocedure forpost retiral changeofPermanentHomeAddress in respectof retiredofficers andannotating/incorporating the changes /amendments in their existing SBO is available in AFA office. Interestmembersmaycontact-VeteranGpCaptKK Kundu,M: 8135853023.
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M a n o m a yBhattacharya.Kindly mark 09Nov evening inyour calendarfor the event.Your presencei n g r e a tnumbers will enthuse the artist fora steller performance.We are helping air veteransin the process of migration toSPARSH as well as correction ofdocuments. Some veterans aretaking membership of AFA whichencourages us in continuing withour services. But we want topenetrate the veteran communityin large numbers. YehDil MangeMore! Jai Hind!

RANDOMTHOUGHTS - byVeteranGpCaptKKKundu.
are staying without their childrennear them.We are introducing a newactivity during the Pujas. For achange from thewaywe spend thepuja days, this time we haveplanned an excursion to thecountryside. A short distance awayis Jonai near Dankuni, a villageJonai which was very prosperouswhen Kolkata was just born. Therewewill get a chance ofwitnessing aheritage Puja at the house ofChowdhuries. There are oldtemples, big water bodies and anabundance of greeneries. In shortit's expected tobeaday full of fun.Immediately after the pujawe are going to celebrate VijayaSammelani and this time we areplanning a musical night with thepopular professional artist Shri

s I write this column, the
spirit of festivity is spreading in theair. We have celebrated the AFADay with your active participation.So many octogenarians braved theinclement weather and attend theevent so that we could felicitatethem for their long years of servicea n d c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h eorganization.The 91st AF Day is beingcelebrated in AF Stat ions.Traditionally Veterans are invitedon this occasion. This presents anopportunity not only to renew ourb o n d i n g w i t h t h e g r e a torganization which we served forthe better part of our life but alsoto meet each other and getconnected. Connectivity is the keyto lead a stress free life in this agewhen most of our senior members

A

CELEBRATIONOFAIRFORCEDAY8OCT2023

AF Day Party at ADV HQ on 08 October. ACM ArupRaha PVSM AVSM VM and AVM Rahul Bhasin VM,AOC ADV HQ along with Veterans

Social evening on AF Day AF Stn Barrackpore Die-hard spirit! Jubilant Veterans at the end of theget-together.



REMINISCENCESOFTHINGSPAST - bySqnLdrAMBhalla.
ONE ZERO, OVERHEAD
On 16 Sep 2017 theLegendary Marshal of Indian AirForce Arjan Singh DFC left theworld, still he insipres the force andiswith the force.A tribute to Marshal ArjanSinghbya former IAFofficer.

"ONE-ZERO,OVERHEAD”The R/T in Air TrafficControl crackled, "Blackjack Tower;One-Zero, Two Minutes". Andthere was panic! The SATCO hadjust enough time to respond “CallOverhead” before he grabbed histelephone and called up theStation Commander. In minutes,the news went round the Station.The AOC Operations Commandwas descending (literally) on us foran inspection.

This was Air Force StationAdampur in 1957, a remote airfieldin the heart of the Punjab, where27 Sqn was based. There was onlyone operational Command at thattime, covering the whole of India,commanded by the legendary 38year-oldAirCmdeArjanSinghDFC.H e w a s a t y p i c a l"operational" officer who believedin absolute professionalism. Hewas not impressed with the usualsuperficial spit-and-polish carried

out in preparat ion for aninspection. All he expected wassmartly turned out personnel whoknew their job and carried it outefficiently. He did not like any fussmade over him and insisted thateveryone went about their dutiesin their normalway.He visited our operationalbase without any warning, flying inby himself, in a single-seat fighteraircraft (Vampire Mk52). Hisdistinctive callsignwas "One-Zero".And his R/T call to our ATC was thefirst indication that he was just twominutesaway.Then followed the standardR/T calls, "One-Zero, ThirtySeconds", towhichATC responded,“Clear Downwind”. And then, aswe looked up at the sky, we couldsee his aircraft running in to joincircuit. Another crisp R/T call,"One-Zero, Overhead", a smartpeel off, and he could be seen ond ow nw i n d , l o w e r i n g h i sundercarriage and calling, “One-Zero, Downwind, Three-Green”.ATC responded, “Clear Finals”. Hemadea typical old time fighterpilotcurved approach, called, “One-Zero, Finals, Three-Green”, ATCresponded, “Clear to Land” and hetoucheddownon thedumbbell.During this time, therewasa flurry of activity all over theStation. Everybody was trying toget everything as ship-shape aspossible, in the very limited timeavailable.The AOC Ops Commandtaxyed into the squadron dispersal,undid his straps and eased his largeand impressive silver overall-cladframe out of the cockpit, to bemetby the Station Commander andSquadron Commander. An openjeep with the AOC’s flag pulled upclose by, the AOC politely told theCpl driver to go back to the MT

S e c t i o n , h eh i m s e l f g o tbehind the wheeland drove off allalone. Fo r t henext few hours the AOC drovehimself all over the Station, still inhis flying overalls, visiting everynook and corner, from Airmen'sMess to Bomb Dump, fromSquadron Dispersals to Air TrafficControl, from Orderly Room to MIRoom, from Ops Room to GuardRoom, observing the routinefunctioning of various sections andstopping to have an informal wordwith officers and airmen at eachplace. He even visited the DLTs (wehad only “dry sanitation” thosedays)! He then drove back to thesquadron dispersal, had a fewwo r d s w i t h t h e S t a t i o nCommander and SquadronCommander, in the latter’s office,and then joined the officers in theCrew Room, for an informal chatandaglass of tea.

After which he climbedback into his single-seat Vampireand flewback toDelhi.There was no ceremonialreception, no guard of honour, nofancy car, no silver tea service, nocupsand saucers, no formal dinner,no unnecessary fuss. He did notbring a Staff Officer with him, oreven an ADC. All he wanted was top e r s o n a l l y c h e c k o n t h e
AIR FORCE BRANCH NEWS | | 5OCT 2023

Behind the bar: Fourth from left
TT, Toothless terror
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gleaming car.Oh boy, I ran out and saluted him ,the AOC Operational CommandArjanSingh."Where is this a/c going?”"Sir, to Jammu.”"Who is theCaptain?”"Sir,myself, FgOffrBhalla.”"OK, I am coming along too,Captain, for your anniversarytonight.”"Ssssir, yyyess.”Offered him the left seat, no, rightseat , alright, i will be your copilottoday."(bloody hell, hope I do the rightchecks, vital actions and oh God,heavenabove savemetoday!)As we got airborne, "safety speedundercarriageUP!”He was a PERFECT COPILOT,EXEMPLARY!Who are these passengers, heasked.Aquick reply,HALpersonnel, sir.(in those days the Dakotas weremaintained by HAL technicians inthe forward areas and overhaulwasdone inBarrackpore)All well so far. A goodlanding in Jammu, and he wasreceivedby theAOC.The evening started with abang, the Yuvraj, Yuvrani, AVM,AOC the whole Jing bang lot ofofficers and ladies ( though a non-family station) including our girlfriends the teachers in the localConvent School. All gyrating to themelodious tunesof theband.

A V M . " Y o u r H A Ltechnicians are wonderful atplayingmusic.”CO. No sir that is aprofessional band!”Some discussion goes onbetween the twoandI am summoned, the poorinnocent guy!AVM. Youhave a goodband

dinner and went hunting for anemptybed).The two smarties went tothe palace, disregarding thesecretary marched inti the Yuvraj'soffice, gave the smartest salutethat would have made our NDAdrill Seargent Major RSM AYLING,fromQueensGuards, veryproud!We humbly requested himfor gracing theoccasion.Silence. Quiet. A smilestarted on his face and heaccepted! Salute, about turn,quick March and we walked in airoutofhisoffice.T h e C O , S t a t i o nC o mm a n d e r A i r C m d r e .Anantnarayanan were in shock.But Jammu Station got painted,walls cleaned, lawns mowed, newlivery for waiters, every bit gotseen to for the first time after theSecondWorldWar.Nowwe had to have a bandfor thedance.A training cross countrywas planned two days before theanniversary to Palam. It used to bea runway in themiddleofnowhere,miles away fromDelhi and no taxis.The drivers used to charge returnfare. Babu suggested the band ofAshoka Hotel, the only five starhotel of those days. Went there inthe evening, sweet talked theleader, offered double the money,freedrinksandpickup&drop.Agreed.Next morning the six ofthem were smuggled into theDakota, put into khaki overalls,their instruments loaded in thetoilet compartment and madethem comfy in aluminium foldingseats. Babuwent to clear the flightwhile I prepared theaircraft.Lo and behold a blackl imous ine approached themachine with a flag, and a talluniformed Air Vice Marshalunfolded himself out of this

operational preparedness of theStation.Those were the days, myfriends!We knew we had a Bosswho meant Business. And we didour very best to never let himdown. He nurtured our Air Forcefor the next 12 years, till he retiredas the Chief of the Air Staff in therank of Air Chief Marshal in Aug1969. Later, after he was awardedthe lifetime serving rank ofMarshal of the Indian Air Force(MIAF) on 26 Jan 2002, hecontinued to keep a benign watchonus. And even now, he is, andalways will remain with us, “One-Zero,Overhead”.---- SpannerSep2017
*************

He was famous for beingsimple yet strict. I have fondmemoriesofhim.In Dec 1961 we , the 43 Sqnwere celebrating our thirdanniversary in Jammu. ( havingshifted from snow-bound Srinagarfor the winter). Our CO W/C MRAgtey made me incharge ofentertainment & bar! ( thedrunkard that I was). My coursemate Babu ( later AVM)& I decidedto invite Yuvraj Karan Singh and hiswife Maharani Yashorajya Laxmi asChief Guests. The two FlyingOfficers all dressed in their finerywith medals and peak caps ( wehardly ever wore the uniformssince we used to fly about 200hours each per month, so wealways were either in thoseunfitting sloppy flying overallsmade in a dirty blue cloth by someunknown tailor in Chandani Chowkof Delhi + very cumbersome shinlength black boots by Flex) othertimes we bathed at night after
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PSYCHOLOGY ByVeteranWgCdrBiswadebGuha-
COUNSELING

CASESTUDY -04
(Continuedafter last episode)

(Link from last issue for myfresh readers. This case studyinvolvesmainly twopersons, one isSqn Ldr Lal, second one is Surya astudent of K V tenth standard. Hisfather was AGE Mr Kumar civilianofficer posted at GE(AF). S/L Lalwas married but used to staywithout family. He became verygood family friend of Kumars. Hestarted giving free tuition to theson. He was an active member of anewly formed religious group andused to preach it very secretly. Hismain target was grown up schoolchildren. First, he would be veryclose with the parents, next withhis target so that the later couldnot escape. Suddenly S/L Lal wasposted out to a far off place.Withinfour months Surya would bewriting his first ever PublicExamination.Hewasmissing his uncle Lalso much that he seldom couldstudy. He went on missing onseventh day of his uncle's day ofdeparture. His father reported toStn Security Officer. With hispermission a team of IAF Policevisited his quarters. The teamstarted searching Surya's booksand note books. They could find aletter written by the boy to hisparents . The letter states that hisgoing was pre planned and fully

financed by the uncle. He had gonethere to attend a religiousdiscourse. He would return afterseven days. The discovery of theletter gave a sort of immediaterelief to all concerned persons.Somehownightpassed.Both of them becamealmost numb thinking about thefuture of their only child. Now mynew readers should start readingtoday 'spost.)Both Mr and Mrs Kumarwere looking to each other withblank sight. They had lost allinterests in life. They did not evenget up from their bed. They closedtheir eyes, probably they wantedto sleep some more. Door bellrangup.Suddenly they came backto reality with ringtone of theirdoor bell. Mr Kumar got up,opened the door. To his surprise,he found thatMrs Srinivasan, wifeof another AGE was waiting therealong with her maid carryingbreakfast and tea for them. Afterexchange o f namaste MrsSrinivasan sat down on sofa. Maidwent to the kitchen to unloaditems shehadbrought.In the meantime, MrsKumar joined them. Both theladies had a bearhug with littlesobbing and tears on eyes. Beforeleaving Mrs Srinivasan asked themtoget readywithin anhour time fora visit to Station Trauma Center.She would bring her car to pick

t h e m u p a n densured them thatday's lunch, dinnerand evening tea.That day passed.The boy re tu rnd bymorning flight on 08th day. Justafter entering the house herealised, what a grave mistake hehad committed. He had made hisparents to suffer. He hugged hisboth the parents. All of themstarted sobbing followed by crying.It continued for sometime. Theytried to comeback tonormalcy. Butit was not that easy task. It wouldtakemuch time.Now, you can find MrMishra, the Principal of K V locatedat Air Force Station, he seen in thescene. Within a day or two, herequested Surya to be present inhis office along with his both theparents on a particular date andtime. When all of them werepresent in his office, he wanted tolisten the whole story from Surya.After he finished, principal nodedhis head and said, "You have lostsome very precious time, nodoubt. I think it is nothing for avery good student like you. Yes, Ibelieve, within no time you canmake good the loss. Reorientationis required for you. I am there foryou. I am sure Iwill get full supportfrom all of you? "All of them said",Yes Sir." "Very good. I start fromtomorrow. My boy, youwill reportto me as a student at 0900 hrs

toothless terror) . I flew him intheCanberra many times for hisfamous inspections of variousstations.It has been the mostmemorable experience of myflyingdays.“Callingoverhead in twominutes".

way of handling a situation,admon i shed yet w i t h fu l lappreciationofwork.Later on , when I was in 106Strategic Air Sqn and he was theChief, he had special names for myCO & me, Jaggi Nath was'professor' and I was ' TT' ( short for

and the party is wonderfullyorganised.BUT young man, next time getpermission from the HQOPS CMDfor civil passengers, just in case thegodsareagainst you!Never forgot that man's
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every day. It will continue till nexttwo weeks. I shall review thesituation then. Eat well, sleep wellhave some free hand exerciseevery day. Listen some soft music.Pass a little quality time with yourparents. Your parents are yourbest friends. Now no other godsother than Mata Saraswati existsfor you. She doesn't require anyother Pooja than your studies. Thatyou must do well as you did solong.” He stopped with a smilingface. He looked at all of them. Hesaid, "MyBestWishes toyouall".Visitors left so satisfied thatas if someonehad injected new lifesoaked in new light and promises.After they had gone, Mr Mishrasummoned all subject teachersand requested them to make arevision programme for Surya .Teachers were happy to do it. Nextday onwards they had beenimplementing it on Surya. He wasso happy about it that he did notfeel any pressure of it on him. Inbetween principal had kept oneperiod "gap from studies". Heused toutilise that timewith Suryafor counseling him. It was done insuch a way that he did notunderstand any A B C D of it. Forhim it was a story telling, listeningand question answer session. Onthe other hand, it was refreshinggap for him.On the last day of secondweek, principal asked him to cometo his room. After entering thechember Surya could find a littlechange in that. A set of students'desk and chair was added their. Hecould understand then and therethat it must have been made forhim. Principal asked him to occupythat set .He occupied it happily. Hewas ready for next instructions.One subject teacher came with

smiling face and handed over oneset of question papers and blankanswer book to him. Though thisprogramme was not declaredearlier, Surya had thaught, theremust be a purpose behind it.Principal was so kind to him that hedid not want him to suffer fromexamination fever. He was happy.He looked at the principal for awhi le . Then he started toconcentrate his attention with thequestion paper. He found, durationthree hours, question paper was amixture of all elements coveringthewhole of syllabus. Themomenthe had finished his reading, theprincipal declared," your threehours time begins now." Suryastarted writing. The Principal wastight with his chair. In betweendrinking water, tea with snackswere supplied to both of them. Hecould finish the writing of all theanswers within two hours thirty-fiveminutes. Principal askedhim todo a revision. He did so In themean time the Vice Principal wassummoned there. He came there,collected answer book from Suryaand went back. Principal stood upsaid "My boy, l am going out for tenminutes. You also go out for twelveminutes, have some fresh air andcome back soon. We shall havesome eats together. I am feelinghungry. I think, after doing somuch of brain exercise you toorequire some thing to eat." Both ofthem left thechember.Surya came back a littlebefore time. He wanted to confirmif the principal could come back ornot. Before he could do anything,one voice came from inside, comemy boy come inside, sit in front ofme. Egg sandwiches are underpreparation. Anymoment itwill beserved tous.Sandwiches and tea wereserved properly. The boy was

highly impressed. After the teasession was over, Mr Mishraengaged theboy in talking .“My boy, what is the latestinformationabout youruncle ?”“No idea Sir. Since I cameback, neither he rangmeupnordidI. Your prediction has come true. Ithink, as you told me, he has lostinterest on me. I shall not answertohis call anymore.”“Very good,my dear Surya .Now, it is time for you to work hardfor tomake your future.”“You must set your owngoal very high and carry on workhard toachieve it”.The Vice principal arrivedwith result in hand. On seeing himentering the chember, Surya stoodup toexpresshis respect .Principal requested him todeclare the result. VP declared,“Sir, Surya got A+”. BothMrMishraand Surya gavewide sweet smile ofsatisfaction.Then Principal said, “Myboy, don't think that your battle isover. It has just began. Now, a longway to go. Now, you go homehappily. Share your newswith yourparents. You need not study today,rather completely relax. Fromnowonwards you need not visit us. Itwill be other way around. Be intouchwith us. Wewill reach you asper your request. Now go homemy boy”. He stood up, offered hispranam toprincipal andVP and leftthechember.L i ke a l l o t h e r goodstudents Surya also put his best forpreparation. It brought colours notonly to him and his family but alsotohis school alongwith the locality.He got First rank in his region andfifth rankonall India basis.

For next issue you will findcase study No.5
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RELICS / TOURIST ATTRACTIONSCategory: Historical cum Heritage Places in, West BengalCompiled & Edited by Veteran Sgt Syed Humayun Siraj
Temples of Baranagar: Terracotta marvels that make

h e i n t r i c a t e
ornamentation on the walls with'do-chala' roofs make thesecenturies-old templesworthavisitBaranagar has always livedunder the shadows of its morefamed counterpart, Murshidabad.It is located on the other side of theBhagirathi River and also has itsshare of history. A series ofamazing temples, complete withintricate stucco and terracotta

T

ornamentation, can well turnBaranagar into an add-ondestination fromMurshidabad.The history of Baranagardates back to the time of RaniBhabani (1716 95) of Natore, whowas the female zamindar ofRajshahi (bothNatore andRajshahiare presently in Bangladesh). Shewas married to Raja Ramakanta,the zamindar of Rajshahi and afterhis death in 1748, she took charge

The Char Bangla Temple Complex

Another view of the Char Bangla Temple Complex
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of the zamindari and expanded it.She was an able administrator andmaintained a good relationshipwith the British. She led a veryaustere and religious life and wasknown for her philanthropicactivities. Later, Rani Bhabanishifted her capital to Baranagarand decided to turn it into a secondVaranasi by building 108 Shivatemples.Many of the temples builtby Rani Bhabani have beenengulfed by the changing course ofthe Bhagirathi River but a few havesurvivedandstand to this day.

The Char Bangla TempleComplex is the prime attraction ofBaranagar. It has four temples builtin Bengali do-chala style and hencethe name. The do-chala stylerepresents the typical thatchedroof huts seen in Bengal. Here,you'll see two sloping roofs (orchalas) both in the front and back.The complex dates back to 1755and houses three Shivlingsapproached by a triple archedentrance. Three of the templesh ave i n t r i c a t e t e r r a co t t aornamentation while the fourthonehaselaborate stuccowork.

The other attraction ofBaranagar is the Gangeshwar

Char Bangla Temple Complex:

GangeshwarTemple:

Temple, which follows the jora-Bangla typeof architecture. In jora-Bangla style, two do-chala templesare joined side by side and hencethe name. This temple also has atriple arched entrance. Theintricate terracotta ornamentationof the front façade makes thetempleunique.

The octagonal BhavaniswarTemple has a unique architecturalstyle and is topped with aninverted lotus shaped dome. Thetemple was constructed in 1755 byTarasundari, daughter of RaniBhabani. The temple has archedentrancesonall theeight sides and

BhavaniswarTemple:

both the inner and outer wallscontain intricate terracottaornamentation depicting gods andgoddesses along withmythologicalstories complete with floralpatterns. Next to the BhavaniswarTemple are two similar temples butmuch smaller in size. Sadly, thetemples are in a crumbling stagewith the plaster peeled off alongwith theornamentation.

T h e l a s t t em p l e i nBaranagar is the Panchamukhitemple. And as the name suggests,the Shivling of the temple consistsof five faces. It follows the typicaldo-chala style of architecture. It isan active temple and has beengivenamodern look.

· Baranagar doesn't havemuch tourist infrastructure, so thet o u r i s b e s t d o n e f r omMurshidabad. Totos are availablefromMurshidabad
Bari Kothi, a heritagebout ique hote l located inAzimganj , i s just south ofBaranagar. They arrange speciallycurated tours of Baranagar, whichinclude ferry rides along theBhagiarathi. But that's veryexpensiveaswell

Panchamukhi Temple:

Travel Information:

Terracotta ornamentation of aChar Bangla temple

Bhavaniswar Temple

Stucco ornamentation ofBhavaniswar Temple

The Panchamukhi Temple

The Gangeshwar Temple


